PART |
CHAPTER 1
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY : NATURE AND SCOPE

Difference between physical geography and humagraeby:

Physical geography studies physical environmentramdan geography studies
“the relationship between the physical/natural gnedhuman worlds, the spatial
distributions of human phenomena and how they caimoait, the social and
economic differences between different parts oftbdd”.

Definitions of human geography:

» “Human geography is the synthetic study of relaiop between human

societies and earth’s surface”. otze
» “Human geography is the study of “the ~nangingtr@hship between the
unresting man and the unstable earth. Ellen C. Semple

NATURE OF HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

Human geography studies the . imer-relationship betw the physical
environment and socio-cultural envircnment credigduman beings through
mutual interaction with each-ot.»". While physi@lvironment has been
greatly modified by human be‘~gs it has alsoumtimpacted human lives.

Naturalisation of Humane and F.umanisation of Nature

Human beings interact -amth their physical environimevith the help of
technology. It is not impcrtant what human beingsdpce and create but it is
extremely important ‘with the help of what toolsdatechniques do they
produce and create’. Technology indicates the le¥eultural development of
society. Human beings were able to develop teclgyoédter they developed
better understanding of natural laws.

Environmental determinism
* Frederich Ratzel and Carl Ritter were the main adtes of this idea.
» They consider man as a passive agent in the dewelupof his character.
» The point of view is that the physical environmeantrols the course of
human action.
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Possibilism
» This idea was putforwarded by Lucian febvre.
» It presents man as an active agent.
* Nature sets limits and offers possibilities for lmmsettlement, human
beings make use of these and slowly nature getaiised and bearing
the imprints of human endeavour.

Neo deter minism

* Introduced by Griffith Taylor.

* |t reflects a middle path (Madhyam Marg) between tivo ideas of
environmental deter minism andpossibilism.

* He termed it ableodeter minism or stop and go deter minism.

* The concepshows that neither is there a situatiomrabfolute necessity

(environmental determinisrmor is there a condition of absolute freedom

(possibilism).

It means that human beings can corquar naturdéyimg it.

Different approachesin geography and i’s khroud stages

» Weéfare or humanistic school of thought in human geography was
mainly concerned with the ditf2rent aspects of alowskll-being of the
people. These included acnects such as housint) bed education.

» Radical school of thougF.t emp.oyed Marxian theory to explain the
basic cause of povertv. uepr.vation and socialuaéty. Contemporary
social problems wer rzicted to the developmenapitalism.

» Behavioural school of tizought laid great emphasis on lived experience
and also on the parception of space by social categbased on
ethnicity, race and reiigion, etc.

Period Approaches
Early colonial period exploration and description

Later colonial period regional analysis

1930s areal differentiation

1950-1960 spatial organisation

1970 humanistic, radical and behavioural schools
1990s post modernism in geography
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Human Geography and Sister Disciplines of Social Sciences

Fields of human
geography

Sub fields

Interface with sister
disciplines of social
sciences

Social geography

Social sciences-
sociology

Behavioural geography

Psychology

Geography of social well
being

Welfare economics

Geography of leisure

Sociology

Cultural geography

Anthropology

Gender geography

Sociology, anthropolo
womens studies

ay,

Historical geography History

Medical geography Epidemiology
Urban geography - Urban studies and

| planning

Political geography - Political science

Electoral geogruphy Psephology

Military geograp!v Military science
Population geography | - \ Demography
Settlement geography | - Urban/rural planning
Economic geography - Economics

Geography of resources

Resource economics

Geoqgiaphy of agriculture

Agricultural sciences

Ge orc.phy of industries

Industrial economics

Goography of marketing

Business studies,
economics, commerce

Geography of tourism

Tourism and travel
management

Geography of

international trade

International trade
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